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FIG. 4 - Ericsonia alternans sp. nov., holotype; No. 10954 from Galicia 
Bank, Discovery Station 3804 Sample 1, X 6,000. 

Eric sonia 
alternans 

Diagnosis - Nearly circular Ericsonia with four concentric rings and a nearly circular central 
opemng. 

Description - There is some variation in the appearance of the component rings, which in 
part at least seems to depend upon the state of preservation of individual specimens. The granules 
in the second ring from the outside tend to be narrow and are inclined at an angle which may 
be as much as 45° to the radial direction. The granules of the third and fourth rings are for 
the most part keystone-shaped or quadrate, and the sutures separating them are directed radially. 

Dimensions of holotype - 7.0 X 7.0 f.l.; second ring 6.3 X 6.0 f.l.; third ring 5.2 X 4.8 f.l.; 

inner ring 3.1 X 2. 7 f.l.; pore 1.1 X 1.0 f.l.· About forty-five rays. 

Range of dimensions. - Diameter 6.0 to 8.8 f.l. · Rays in the outermost ring thirty-two to 
forty-five. All the specimens examined appeared circular to the eye, but measurements usually 
show a slight departure from the strictly equidimensional form; in extreme examples the minor 
diameter is only nine-tenths of the major. 

Type level: 

Middle Eocene. 

Type locality: 

Galicia Bank (Discovery Station 3804.1),N.E. of Bermuda, Atlantic Ocean. 

Distribution - Muir Seamount and Galicia Bank (Discovery Stations 3804; 3808, and 3809). 
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The positions of stations dredged by Discovery II and the locality of other sample wich are 
mentioned are as follows: 
Station 3804, on the shallowest part of Galicia Bank, 42°36'N., 1l035'W., at 380 fathoms. 
Station 3808, on the northern slope of Galicia Bank, 42°55'N., 1l047'W., at 600 fathoms. 
Station 3809, on the northern slope of Galicia Bank, 42°56'N., 11°47'W., at 650 fathoms. 
Muir Seamount. Deep-sea core A150-1 in the collection at Lamont Geological Observatory, 
New York. Position 33°42'N., 62°30'W., about 170 sea miles NE. of North Rock Light, Ber
muda; depth 1,555 metres. Sample of coccolith-ooze taken 125-6 em. below the top of this 
core. 

Depository: 

Collection of electron micrographs at the Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge. Holotype 10954. 

Author: 

Black M., 1964, p. 312; pl. 52, fig. 4. 

Reference: 

Cretaceous and Tertiary coccoliths from Atlantic seamounts. Palaeontology, vol. 7, n° 2, pp. 
306-316, pis. 50-53. 
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